
We receive myriad stimuli from our surroundings – sensations, perceptions and thoughts, immersed in the  
passage of  time. Each to our own, the interior of  the mind is a singular chorus. 

Journal, a deconstructed dot-matrix printer by Samuel Stewart, examines the passing of  time and the search for 
meaning in the everyday. The work offers extracts from the artist’s stream of  consciousness, recorded over an 
extended period of  time. Printed at random and slowly accumulating in the space, thoughts, memories and  
observations about life – unique and ubiquitous – form a narrative that can be interpreted both individually 
and collectively. 

Acts of  Recall, a video by Melanie Jayne Taylor, is a montage that considers our relationship to place. It explores 
how one’s surroundings can trigger an awareness to the present and an engagement with the past. Having  
migrated to Thailand in her youth and currently living abroad, Taylor’s work looks at the experience of   
solitude, letting go, and seeking familiarity in the unknown. It is through admitting or denying contents that we 
shape the state of  consciousness, echoed here in a series of  acts which incorporate Taylor’s extensive  
photographic archive. Through layering, sifting and levitating, she uncovers the rhythmic and transitory  
nature of  the mind. The archive and photographs themselves physically frame experiences in time –  
connection, memory, loss and absence.

The phenomenon of  consciousness has fascinated for centuries, observed across cultures, scrutinised and 
challenged by science. Greek philosopher Heraclitus of  Ephesus, described the continuity of  consciousness in 
“panta rei” meaning everything flows. William James, American philosopher and psychologist, later  
metaphorically describing the characteristics of  thinking as a ‘stream’ (The Principles of  Psychology, 1890). 
Through Stewart and Taylor’s work we experience nostalgia and observe the motions and entropy of  existence.  
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