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Counihan Gallery in Brunswick is pleased to present A room for ordering memory, a solo 
exhibition by Melanie Jayne Taylor that continues her interest in the role of photography 
and the archive. Drawn from the artist’s own image library, these new works consider our 
relationship to place, the aesthetics of ruin and the function of memory in recollections of 
the past.  

Taylor’s visually dramatic photographs locate the viewer in a narrative of anonymous 
views. Each is a record of a place the artist has known, and attempts to distil the varied 
ways in which we recall lived experience. From civic structures and descending stairways 
to majestic vistas, a human presence is implied rather than represented. The absence of 
people in these photographs, and the prevalence of navigational sites (such as pathways, 
archways and stairways), contributes to a questioning of the way we experience the 
world around us. As viewers, we are invited to consider how our environment is shaped 
by intersecting lines and curves, and how this geometry enables certain encounters and 
experiences to occur.   

Each work is a cropped view of something slightly out of view. Many of the images 
reappear in other works as fragments, or are paired with others in startling juxtapositions. 
The duplicated image provides a continuous structure to the viewing experience while 
also reflecting the complex and variable nature of memory and recall. As the artist says, 
‘time operates in an organic and continuous way, but our experience of that time is 
fragmentary.’  

Taylor applies installation strategies with both an artistic and an archival impulse to her 
groupings and display, and a central aspect of the exhibition is the design and layout. 
Photographs are piled on tables in groups that reference the systematic cataloguing of an 
archive and also reference the infinite storage potential of the mind. A room for ordering 
memory considers the aesthetics of ruin and our relationship to place and helps us to 
consider how we might engage with the world around us and beyond us. 

About the artist
Melanie Jayne Taylor completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts (2006) and a Master of Fine Art 
at RMIT University (2010). Since graduating, she has exhibited in group shows including 
Untitled at the National Museum (Amnasuraka), Kurdistan (2012) and held her first solo 
exhibition Cataloguing the Composite, at Beam Contemporary, Melbourne (2011). Taylor 
is also part of the Eye Collective, who presented Constructing Absence at Dear Patti Smith 
and Kings ARI (2011), Melbourne. In 2011, she was awarded an Art Start Grant through 
the Australia Council for the Arts and recently completed a residency at Mustarinda in 
Hyrynsalmi, Finland (2012).

COUNIHAN
GALLERY
IN BRUNSWICK


